The role of descending venography in the management of patients with chronic venous disease of the lower extremity.
The purpose of this paper is to evaluate the efficacy and clinical information obtained from the authors' first 17 consecutive descending venograms. All 17 patients had chronic venous disease refractory to standard conservative and surgical measures. The standard classification of valvular insufficiency was used in evaluating these venograms. There were no deaths, slight morbidity and minimal patient discomfort. In 16 patients meaningful clinical information was derived from the venograms, with 7 patients having deep venous valvular surgery. Descending venography will demonstrate the site of incompetent valves and estimate the degree of reflux. This test is necessary before anticipated reconstruction of deep vein valves.